
Philosophy 367 – 19
th

 century German philosophy 

 

 

Course Description: This course is an exploration of the rise and fall of so-called 

'systematic' philosophy in Germany after Kant, which sought to reconcile Enlightement 

insights about evolution, capitalism, and utilitarianism with the intuitive notion of free 

subjectivity. The goal was to explain and understand exactly how free subjects can come 

to be within a natural, objective world governed by causal processes and increasingly 

mechanistic explanations. Their ideas—written in notoriously difficult prose—cleared the 

stage for a new kind of philosophical debate, one that still exerts an influence on 

contemporary philosophy. 

 After a brief review of Kant, we will begin the course by reading Shulze's 

Aenesidemus, in which he challenges Kant's idea that philosophy can establish the 

existence (or non-existence) of the thing-in-itself. Our next major focal point will be 

Fichte, whose Science of Knowledge argues that free subjectivity is impossible without its 

own embodiment in non-subjective nature. In order to reconcile the seemingly opposed 

notions of subjectivity and objectivity, freedom and nature, we will turn to Schelling’s 

essay on The Essence of Human Freedom. Next, we will study Hegel’s Phenomenology 

of Spirit, where he argues that human subjectivity is indeed accomplished in the natural 

world, but through social struggles with others that define the very parameters of our 

freedom.  

 At that point we will pause to study Schopenhauer's rejection of the Fichtian and 

Hegelian metaphysics as a misrepresentation of Kant, and will study his own ideas about 

how to access the thing-in-itself. This will lead us to Feuerbach, whose Principles of the 

Philosophy of the Future heralded the end of systematic philosophy, and Marx, who 

extended Hegel's analysis to social struggles, arguing that these struggles are predicated 

upon our ability to transform nature into a space of self-determination. Finally, we will 

turn to Frege to see the dawn of an altogether new kind of philosophical debate, one 

which is premised on the rejection of psychologism and appeals to mental explanations of 

the content of judgements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Schedule of Readings 

 

Week 1 

Introduction 

What we'll be doing, and what you need to remember about Kant 

 Introduction 

 I. Kant – The Critique of Pure Reason 

o The Transcendental Deduction of the B edition (B129-B175) 

o Refutation of Idealism (B274-2790) 

o Phenomena and Noumena (A235/B294-A260/B315) 

 

Week 2 

Schulze 

Skepticism: philosophy can't establish the thing-in-itself  

 G.E. Schulze – Aenesidemus 

 

Week 3 

Fichte I 

Idealism based in the subject's internal knowledge 

 J.G. Fichte – Review of Aenesidemus 

 J.G. Fichte – The Science of Knowledge – First Introduction 

 Citation assignment due 

 

Week 4 

Fichte II 

Idealism based in the subject's internal knowledge 

 J.G. Fichte – The Science of Knowledge – Second Introduction 

 J.G. Fichte – The Science of Knowledge – Part I – “Fundamental Principles of the 

Entire Science of Knowledge” 

 

Week 5 

Schelling 

An attempt to reconcile subjectivity and objectivity 

 Schelling – Philosophical Investigations into the Essence of Human Freedom, p. 

1-80 

 Essay 1 Due: Fichte exegesis 

 

Week 6 

Hegel I 

Human subjectivity and the role of the Other 



 G.W.F. Hegel – The Difference between Fichte’s and Schelling’s System of 

Philosophy 

 G.W.F. Hegel – The Phenomenology of Spirit – Chapter IV – “The Truth of Self-

Certainty,” Introductory section on life from M166-177 

 

Week 7 

Hegel II 

Human subjectivity and the role of the Other 

 G.W.F. Hegel – The Phenomenology of Spirit – Part A:“Independence and 

Dependence of Self-Consciousness,” M178-196. 

 G.W.F. Hegel – The Phenomenology of Spirit –  Part B: “Freedom of Self-

Consciousness,” M197-206. 

 

Week 8 

Hegel III 

Human subjectivity and the role of the Other 

 G.W.F. Hegel – The Phenomenology of Spirit – Part B: “Freedom of Self-

Consciousness,” M197-230. 

 

Week 9 

Schopenhauer I 

Another Kind of Idealism 

 A. Schopenhauer – The World as Will and Representation vol. I, book I 

o Preface to the First Edition, and  

o §§1–7 

o §15  

 Essay 2 Due: Hegel exegesis 

 

Week 10 

Schopenhauer II 

The Metaphysics of Will 

 A. Schopenhauer – The World as Will and Representation vol. I, book 2 

o §§17–23,  

o §§25–26 

o §29. 

 

 

Week 11 

Feuerbach 



The break with speculativism 

 L.A. Feuerbach - Principles of the Philosophy of the Future 

 

Week 12 

Marx 

The materialist philosophy  

 K. Marx - The German Ideology 

o Preface  

o Part One: “Feuerbach,” Sections A and B 

o Part One: “Feuerbach,” Sections C and D. 

 

Week 13 

Frege 

A turn back to empiricism and against mental explanations 

 F.L.G. Frege - The Foundations of Arithmetic p. 1-38 

 

 

 

 

Final Essay Due: December 3
rd

 

 

 


